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LESSON 9: Romans 8:35-39 – The Liberating Joy of Absolute Security 
 

This last passage in chapter eight rattles off many of the situations, circumstances, and 
entities that make us afraid. We feel so small in comparison with the things that are 
listed but all those things seem small when compared to the infinitely powerful love 
that God has for us in Jesus Christ. This love may not keep us from having to face these 
things but it will keep us from despairing before them and will ensure that we 
ultimately gain victory over them. This love is the fuel for a freedom and joy that 
endures all. 

  
Related Texts:  
 
Leader Note: You know your group best. This is a template for you to work with. If you 
need to update, change, add to the questions and applications, please do so. It is okay to 
deviate a little, but work within the ideas communicated in the sermon, bringing the group 
back to a helpful discussion. 
 
During the sermon, listen carefully and take good notes. You, as a leader, will need to 
review the sermon with your growth group. Some will have missed the message, or will 
not have taken as good notes. Plan to do a quick review of the message as you get prepare 
your lesson. What might your group be thinking or asking? Do you need to prepare to 
explain or clarify ideas for your group? 
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Sermon Notes: As you listen, write down the outline or structure Chris or Nate provides 
for the text. Try to recall the historical context? Remember to whom it was written and 
why would God choose to give them these words. What are questions that come up for 
you?  
 
Text: Romans 8:35-39 – The Liberating Joy of Absolute Security 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon Applications:  
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TEACHER’S GUIDE 
Key Idea: This last passage in chapter eight rattles off many of the situations, 
circumstances, and entities that make us afraid. We feel so small in comparison with the 
things that are listed but all those things seem small when compared to the infinitely 
powerful love that God has for us in Jesus Christ.  
 
Open in Prayer: Pray for clarity and an understanding of the text and a willingness to 
respond to the word and the teaching in faith and obedience. 
 
Discussion Questions:  

1. What were your initial thoughts about the message you heard this week? 

a. What was your main “take away” from the sermon this week? 

b. What struck you during the sermon (…both good and bad)? 

c. Where do you desire the Holy Spirit to encourage and give life to you in 
relation to the truths that you heard from scripture? 

2. Share one or two thoughts from the sermon that were helpful, encouraging, or 
challenging to you that you hope to apply or explore more this week. 

 

Read the Passage:  

Have someone read the passage from this week: 

Romans 8:35-39 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is 
written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; 
    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For 
I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 

Teaching: As was discussed last week, there are three accusers, three realms in which 
believers feel pressure or accusation or persecution. Paul lists out in a poetic way, setting 
the scope and range of God’s love so as to remind the believer of the expansiveness of this 
affection. It reaches into and past, over and beyond everything  we might fear could 
separate us. 

Paul provides such encouraging words for the reader,for the believers in Christ. What a 
blessing to read these words that show the insurmountable love of God for us in Christ. In 
Christ, God loves us and we will never be separated from him. Despite all the world, and 
the spirit world can  throw at Christians, they are secure in Christ. God’s affections are set 
on the believers and they will be preserved. 
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This affection is like noneother. This affection is inhuman, it is spiritual, it is Godly (it is 
God’s) affection for us. Human affection/love is inevitably affected by the elements in this 
list. In human love, life and death, distance (height and depth), spiritual issues, etc. WILL 
cause changes in one person’s love for another.  

However, this passage states that nothing will separate us from the love of God in Christ. 
NOTHING. If something could separate us, then the love is weak or powerless in some way 
to overcome all that is listed here. But God is not weak.  

Notice the love is the love that God has for us in Christ. We may struggle to love in return, 
we may have a hard time conjuring the affection for our Lord, but he does not struggle to 
love us. It is not hard for him to love us; this love for us is the love that is in Christ. His love 
for us does not wax or wane, it is not frustrated by these lesser things.  

Group Questions: 

1. What do you think Paul is referring to when he says, “in all these things” (v. 37)? 

2. What does it mean that we are “more than conquerors”? 

3. How does this description of God’s love for you in Christ encourage you spiritually? 

a. What is a present  struggle/doubt/obstacle that you have recently, and...  

b. How does this love of God in Christ overcome all the obstacles? 

4. How would you describe this concept to another person, this “love of God [for us] 
in Christ”? 

5. Discuss the experience of the seven items in v. 35 for the believer then, and today, 
how do Christians experience these? 

Read v.  35 again together and discuss why these seven pressures against Christians might 
cause them to think that they have been separated from God’s love. Meaning, if a believer 
experienced famine, or sword, or persecution or other physical/spiritual difficulty, why 
would it cause him or her to struggle to believe and experience God’s love? 

Discuss… 

 

In Rome, and in surrounding provinces, there may have been some very difficult 
circumstances that Christians had to face, whether the relations between Jew and Gentile, 
the place in a pagan culture, the day to day persecution and suffering that people woudl 
have experienced. The gospel does not promise that all will be well and all the suffering 
will be  done away with, in fact, the gospel promises more suffering for Christians than for 
pagans. 

Paul reminds Christians, both Jew and Gentile Christians, that this suffering or difficulty is 
not a sign that their God has turned his face and affections from them. It is not a “sign” that 
God is displeased or that he is far off. In the Old Testament, Elijah taunts the worshippers 
of Baal that since he is not answering their prayer, that Baal’s affections are set 
somewhere else, that Baal is busy, sleeping, or perhaps in the bathroom (1 Kings 18)! 

 

 
Page 4 of 7 | LESSON 9 - Growth Group/Sermon Series Curriculum  
Romans 8:35-39 – The Liberating Joy of Absolute Security 



Paul makes it very clear in this passage that God’s affections are for us in Christ, and they 
will not be forsaken. God’s love for us in Christ overrides and supersedes all difficulties 
and hardship and suffering. Just because we have difficult circumstances in life, it does not 
mean that God has turned from his love and desire for us. 

Just the opposite, any time we see or hear or feel suffering, we can be confident that God 
is for us and is using it to conform us to the likeness of his Son (v. 29). 

Personal Application Questions:  

1. Are you presenting struggling or suffering? What hardship are you facing that is 
causing doubt? 

2. Is this suffering physical or spiritual and what words from this passage can address 
and encourage you in the midst of this difficulty? 

3. In what way is the promise that nothing can separate us from the love of God in 
Christ an encouragement to you this week/in this circumstance? 

Applications: 

1. Spend time meditating on this passage and consider how God’s love is evident and 
been shown to you over the years. 

2. Pray about the present difficulties you face in your life, while you do this, consider 
others who are struggling also, others who could benefit from your prayer. 

3. Download and listen to the song Nothing Ever, by Citizen Way as a reminder and 
encouragement to you this week. 

Close in Prayer 
 

Prayer Requests/Follow-up 
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PARTICIPANT’S GUIDE 
Sermon Notes: As you listen, write down the outline or structure Chris or Nate provides 
for the text. Try to recall the historical context? Remember to whom it was written and 
why would God choose to give them these words. What are questions that come up for 
you?  
 
Text: Romans 8:35-39 – The Liberating Joy of Absolute Security 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon Applications:  
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PARTICIPANT’S GUIDE 
Key Idea: This last passage in chapter eight rattles off many of the situations, 
circumstances, and entities that make us afraid. We feel so small in comparison with the 
things that are listed but all those things seem small when compared to the infinitely 
powerful love that God has for us in Jesus Christ.  
 
Personal Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal Application Questions:  

1. Are you presenting struggling or suffering? What hardship are you facing that is 
causing doubt? 

2. Is this suffering physical or spiritual and what words from this passage can address 
and encourage you in the midst of this difficulty? 

3. In what way is the promise that nothing can separate us from the love of God in 
Christ an encouragement to you this week/in this circumstance? 

Applications: 

1. Spend time meditating on this passage and consider how God’s love is evident and 
been shown to you over the years. 

2. Pray about the present difficulties you face in your life, while you do this, consider 
others who are struggling also, others who could benefit from your prayer. 

3. Download and listen to the song Nothing Ever, by Citizen Way as a reminder and 
encouragement to you this week. 
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