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Growth Group Curriculum 
2013 Fall Sermon Series | LESSON 9 
 
 

“Our lives, communities, and world made new by Jesus Christ for the glory of God.” 
 

 
 
Lesson Seven: Week of November 3, 2013 
 
Synopsis: Jesus Christ Makes the World New Through You – 1 Corinthians 9:19-27  
 

The amazing thing about God’s world redeeming plan is that He would use little 
people like you and me. That is His plan. The question is how much will we buy 
in to that plan? Will we give a little? A lot? All? What does that look like if I don’t 
work in ministry? We will talk about being all in with Jesus’ plan in the unique way 
God has made us to participate. Stewardship for world evangelization would be 
another way of thinking about it.  

 
Leader Note: The material provided is too much to cover in one lesson, that’s 
intentional. The desire is that, as a leader, you are able to customize the material to 
the needs and discussion of your group. If you need to update, change, add to the 
questions and applications, please do so. 
 
Related Texts: Matthew 28:18-20; Romans 10:13-17 
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Sermon Notes: During the sermon, listen carefully and take good notes. You, as a 
leader, will need to review the sermon with your growth group in case people have 
not had the chance to listen to the sermon before the group meeting. 
 
As you listen to the message, write down the following ideas: structure, context, 
audience, issues, dynamics, other questions and ideas that need to be clarified for 
you and/or your group. Where is sin in the passage? Where is the cross and the 
promise of redemption? You may need to look at the surrounding context. 
 
Text:  
 
Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon Applications:   
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Note: Participants may not know what they need to do, or how. This is an 
opportunity to look at next steps for the church, spiritual gifts, missional work, 
evangelism and more. As always, bring them fully back to the key idea: 
 
Key Idea: Go into the world around us with the good news of Jesus Christ through 
prayer, giving, vocation, and missional relationships. 
 
Open in Prayer 
 
Discussion Questions:  

1. What were your initial thoughts about the message you heard this week? 
a. What was your main “take away” from the sermon this week? 
b. What struck you during the sermon? 
c. What was one unique challenge you heard? 
d. How is the Holy Spirit confronting or consoling you this week? 
e. What did you not understand; what do you need to research? 
f. What do you need to follow up with this week? 

 
2. Share one or two thoughts from the sermon that were personally helpful or 

challenging to you this week.  
 
Teaching: God has always used people to accomplish his purposes. We are well 
aware that God can use miraculous powers to accomplish his will, but in the account 
of scripture, we see him inviting men and women into his plan, that they are the 
means he uses to accomplish his will. 
 
A quick review of the Bible shows God using people over and over again to work out 
his plan of redemption (Abraham, Moses, Paul and others as examples). He could 
have used his own might, and his own strength to do it, but he has chosen to bring 
people into the process of redeeming people. God regularly uses common means to 
accomplish his purposes, whether evangelism or healing. People come to faith 
through the stories of others, people are healed through common medicines and 
surgeries. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. If you consider yourself a Christian, who are the people and circumstances 
that surrounded your coming to faith? Who was involved in answering 
questions, mentoring you, or encouraging you? 

 
2. What were the circumstances surrounding your coming to faith? Some 

examples might be: school, work, family, crisis 
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God has prepared us for good works, and has gifted us with certain abilities and 
wealth to participate in kingdom expansion. There is joy in participating with God in 
his work of redeeming people. Jesus, in Matthew 28 says, “…Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” 
 
He has commissioned us to go into the world on mission, using our gifts and 
abilities and resources for the kingdom of God. Jesus has not said, “Here, I have 
saved all you disciples, wait here while I go and get the others, I’ll be right back!” No, 
in fact, he has ascended into heaven, has provided us with the Holy Spirit, and 
spiritual gifts and resources to engage. Then Jesus says, “And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 
 
It is a joy and privilege to work alongside our Father. There is story of a young girl 
who when told to go clean up the basement by her father resisted and had a really 
bad attitude. Instead of cleaning, she sat down in the basement with a cross 
attitude. Her dad came down and said, “Would you help me clean the basement, 
please? I would like to work with you.” To this initiation, she responded willingly, she 
was a great help in picking up toys. She wanted to be with her and to work 
alongside. 
 
God has promised to work with us and to share the load with us. He has not left us 
alone, in fact, he has promised to be with us to the very end of the age, working out 
his plan of salvation with us, and through us. This is a joyful process as we get to 
share in the work of God and see what he is doing in the lives of people all over the 
world. But most significantly and noticeably in the lives of men, women and children 
in our midst! 
 
The resources we have been given can be generally categorized into three areas, 
take a look at the examples and add to the three areas with your group:  

1. Time – perhaps we are retired, have time on the train, have evenings or 
afternoons free, vacation that we are willing to invest… 

2. Talent – we are able to teach, we are hospitable, we have a skillset, we are 
good counselors, we are wise, we are administratively strong … 

3. Treasure – boats, houses, extra money, time-shares, extra clothing, 
computers or textbooks… 

 
It is essential that we see all these resources have been given to us by God, they are 
ultimately his resources that he has provided to us that we might use them 
accordingly. The sinful heart however wants to use them for self. 
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Growth Group Application Questions:  

1. Have group members think about their time, talents, and treasures (their 
God-given resources). Have each member pick one of the three and share 
how they have been able to use this “resource” in the kingdom: 
 

2. How does the freedom that comes with our resource become a conflict in 
sharing the gospel? Have each person name they conflict or the resistance to 
using the resource for kingdom purposes? Example: we may have lots of time 
on our hands, but it is difficult to give up this time to serve others…why? 

 
3. If we are going to go share the “good news” about Jesus, the gospel, it is good 

for us to know it. Pair off members of the group and have them “share the 
gospel” with one another. 

 
Personal Application Questions:  

1. In the sermon, we heard about what it meant to “love others according to the 
law of Christ” what does this mean for you personally? 
 

2. How can you us your “freedom in the gospel” to love other people and to 
free them? This may take some time to explore… 

 
3. Pick someone in your life who is in bondage spiritually, someone who does 

not know, or who has not yet experienced the freedom of the gospel. What 
does it look like for you realistically to use your freedoms to love this person 
and to help them be freed from this bondage? 

 
4. In what ways have you personally experienced the freedom of the gospel? In 

what areas of life? Freedom from works righteousness? Bondage to sin? Guilt 
or shame? 

 
Applications for the Week: 

1. In what ways this week can you use your resources (time, talent or treasure) 
for the kingdom of God? 

 
2. How might you pray for the church to use it’s resources in our community. 
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Conclusion: As you close the meeting: 
1. Have members pray for each other (may need to write down specific prayer 

items in order to remember) in relation to what they have shared at the 
meeting:  

 
2. Consider memorizing the Great Commission: Matthew 28:18-20. 

 
3. Encourage people to write down how they are seeing God work. Have them 

journal or share with one another over the course of the week via email or 
text as they see God at work in their own lives.  

 
Close in Prayer 
 
Prayer Requests/Follow-up: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 
 


