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Growth Group Curriculum 
LESSON 7 | 2013 Fall Sermon Series | Nov 10 – Dec 22, 2013 
 
 

 
 
 
LESSON 7: Week of December 22, 2013 | Advent 4 
 
Synopsis: A Final End to the Darkness | Revelation 22:1-7 
 

Advent is both about what God has done and what God will do through the 
person and work of Jesus Christ. Even though as believers we are the recipients 
of great blessing, we are waiting for the fullness of them in the second advent of 
Jesus Christ. Can we even imagine what complete healing, peace, harmony, 
worship, confidence, courage, and acceptance would be like? This future tense 
passage invites and encourages us with the words of Jesus, “and behold, I am 
coming soon.” 

 
Leader Note: The material provided is too much to cover in one lesson, that’s 
intentional. The desire is that, as a leader, you are able to customize the material to 
the needs and discussion of your group. Please feel free to edit questions for your 
group. 
 
Related Texts:  
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Sermon Notes: During the sermon, listen carefully and take good notes.  
 
Write down structure, context, audience, issues, dynamics, other questions and 
ideas that need to be clarified for you and/or your group. Where is sin in the 
passage? Where is the cross? the promise of redemption? You may need to look at 
the surrounding context. 
 
Text: A Final End to the Darkness | Revelation 22:1-7 
 
Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon Applications:   
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Key Idea: Advent is both about what God has done and what God will do through 
the person and work of Jesus Christ. Even though as believers we are the recipients 
of great blessing, we are waiting for the fullness of them in the second advent of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Open in Prayer 
 
Read the Passage: Revelation 22:1-7 
 
Discussion Questions:  

1. What were your initial thoughts about the message you heard this week? 
a. What was your main “take away” from the sermon this week? 
b. What struck you during the sermon? 
c. What was one unique challenge you heard? 
d. How is the Holy Spirit confronting or consoling you this week? 
e. What did you not understand; what do you need to research? 
f. What or who do you need to follow up with this week? 
g. In what ways did you resonate with the message? 

 
2. Share one or two thoughts from the sermon that were personally helpful or 

challenging to you this week.  
 

Teaching: Ever notice how people are nicer around Christmas? I’m sure we all 
notice that people seem happier or kinder or more gracious. During this season, 
there is most often a palpable difference in the interactions between family and 
friends, even strangers. Even strangers seem to be approachable and seem to be 
part of our inner circle of care. We help them, smile, hold the door, we let them go 
first, we might even make eye contact and say something friendly! 

It’s not always like this, but often it is.  
 
There is something about the narrative of the gospel, the story of the advent of our 
savior, which is a hint at the future when this sort of treatment is not expected, but 
rather flows from us freely. For those who have entrusted themselves to Jesus for 
salvation, there is a time coming when we will all experience true freedom from sin. 
We will not have to be nice, we will be nice to one another. It will flow. 
 
Read the text together again: Revelation 22:1-7, read Revelation 21:1-5 as well, then 
answer the following questions together. 
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Discussion Questions: 
1. In verses 1-2, of what are you reminded? Where else in scripture do you see 

this description? Find the other verses together and list them here. 
 

2. What does this imagery communicate to the reader? What is supposed to be 
understood from this text? 

 
3. What does it mean to be accursed? Where else do you see this in scripture 

and what does it mean, “no longer will anything be accursed…” 
 

4. Who says, v. 6, “these things are trustworthy and true”? Of what 
encouragement is that to you? 

 
 
This passage tells us of something called the “already, but not yet.” We are already 
saved, already made right with God, already brought into a right relationship with 
him, we are already children of the King through faith in Jesus. However, we still 
have sin patterns, we still struggle, we still fight against the flesh; we already saved 
and sanctified, but not fully or finally. That day is yet coming. It is in the future, it is 
on the horizon, it is “already, but not yet” 
 
Think about the last road trip you were on. You were on the way, you were on 
vacation or business, you were traveling, moving toward your destination. You were 
not at your starting point, but you were en route. In your mind, in your will, even in a 
sense, you were physically “already, but not yet” there. Does your vacation begin 
when you arrive at the destination or when you leave your house? 
 
Please understand, when we come to faith, we have left the house. We have left the 
old way of being, the old way of thinking, we have left the patterns of our former 
self, we are “already being transformed, sanctified, beautified by Jesus’ Spirit.” But 
“not yet have we arrived at our destination, the place on the brochure.” We are most 
certainly on vacation when we leave that stuff behind, and we look forward to what 
might and will be. 
 
In this text, Jesus—our Lord and Savior, our Friend and King, our Redeemer and 
Restorer—says, “I am coming soon [to make all things right, to bring healing to all 
nations, all people, I will root out all the yuck. There will no longer be struggle, or 
hurt, or hatred, or discord. There will be life and flourishing. There will be no death, 
no mourning, no crying, no pain, for the former things have passed away (21:4).” 
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Can you even imagine…can you imagine a world better than John Lennon could ever 
dream up. In his human thinking and reasoning, in his sinful, limited understanding 
of truth and wholeness, redemption and peace, all he could comprehend what 
people simply being nice, getting along, not fighting about stuff.  
 
Jesus says, “…more than lack of war, or disagreement, or quarrels, there will be true 
peace.” All things will be made new and made right. He will make it all right and he 
will overcome and protect, those “in Christ” (those who have faith in the Christ Jesus 
for salvation). He will establish a city of peace where we will see God face to face, he 
will look on us with delight, pure joy and satisfaction in his eyes. 
 
Can you imagine it? Can you see it? Can you comprehend? In a way, yes. In a way, 
absolutely not! We cannot imagine such a place. But texts like this help us see what 
it might look like in that day when he comes again [soon] and brings us to himself. 
 
 
Growth Group Application Questions:  

1. In what areas are you seeing the “already” part of conversation? How are you 
already changed in your heart/spirit/mind/actions? 

 
2. In what areas do you personally long to see changes in the areas of “not yet,” 

meaning, you have a desire to see change in your heart and behavior, or in 
culture…what changes do you desire? 

 
 
Personal Application Questions:  

1. What change or renewal are you longing for right now? 
 

2. How does it change your thinking about sin and spiritual difficulty to read 
this passage and the words from Jesus? 

 
 
Applications for the Week: 

1. Maranatha can mean both, “Come, Lord Jesus” or “Our Lord Jesus has come” 
the already, but not yet… pray this prayer this week.  

 
2. Spend time in meditation on the scriptures that describe the life to come. 

Revelation,  
 
 
Close in Prayer 


