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Growth Group Curriculum 
LESSON 6 | 2013 Fall Sermon Series | Nov 10 – Dec 22, 2013 
 
 

 
 
 
LESSON 6: Week of December 15, 2013 | Advent 3 
 
Synopsis: Throwing the Switch on the Most Spectacular Lightshow | 2 Cor. 4:1-6 
 

God turns the lights on in the minds of believers. In this passage, Paul compares 
that miraculous act to the creation of light in Genesis – Wow! How does this 
happen? By seeing who God is in the glory of Jesus Christ. We do this by 
searching for Him through the word of God. 

 
Leader Note: The material provided is too much to cover in one lesson, that’s 
intentional. The desire is that, as a leader, you are able to customize the material to 
the needs and discussion of your group. Please feel free to edit questions for your 
group. 
 
Related Texts: John 1:1-13; 2 Peter 1:19; Rev. 21:1-5; Ex. 13:21-22; Col. 2:9 
 
  



 

�
Page 2 of 5 | [Throwing the Switch on the Most Spectacular Lightshow | 2 Cor. 4:1-6] 

Sermon Notes: During the sermon, listen carefully and take good notes.  
 
Write down structure, context, audience, issues, dynamics, other questions and 
ideas that need to be clarified for you and/or your group. Where is sin in the 
passage? Where is the cross? the promise of redemption? You may need to look at 
the surrounding context. 
 
Text: Throwing the Switch on the Most Spectacular Lightshow | 2 Cor. 4:1-6 
 
Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon Applications:   
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Key Idea: We are able to see who God is in the glory of Jesus Christ, by searching for 
Him through the Word of God, the Holy Scriptures. 
 
Open in Prayer 
 
Read the Passage: 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 
 
Discussion Questions:  

1. What were your initial thoughts about the message you heard this week? 
a. What was your main “take away” from the sermon this week? 
b. What struck you during the sermon? 
c. What was one unique challenge you heard? 
d. How is the Holy Spirit confronting or consoling you this week? 
e. What did you not understand; what do you need to research? 
f. What or who do you need to follow up with this week? 
g. In what ways did you resonate with the message? 

 
2. Share one or two thoughts from the sermon that were personally helpful or 

challenging to you this week.  
 
Teaching: What is brighter than the sun? What is brighter than anything we have 
ever experienced? A supernova. A supernova is the massive explosion of a star, 
destroying the star and releasing its energy into space. The brightness can exceed 
the brightness of an entire galaxy of stars. 
 
This sort of brightness is unknown to us. We do not experience it in our lives, we 
would simply be destroyed. We would be consumed by the massive amount of 
energy and particulate released into the surrounding area. In a similar way, the 
brightness or glory of God was hidden from Moses lest he be consumed (Ex. 33:20, 
cf. Gen 32:30 and Isa. 6:5).  
 
God’s glory cannot be perceived, or we would perish. We are simply unable to look 
upon God and not be consumed; we could not live (Ex. 33:20). However, the glory of 
God, his light, his wonder, is apparent to us in Jesus Christ (John 1:14; 14:6). We can 
see the character and nature of God in Jesus. He has pierced the darkness and has 
revealed himself to us in the person of Jesus. The truth about Jesus, and the glory of 
God is found in scripture. We must study God’s Word. 
 
In the passage for this week, we are reminded that the Word of God is the revelation 
of truth, the revelation of light in this world. As we look accurately at the Word of 
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God, light is shone in the dark places. As these dark places are revealed, there is 
healing, there is salvation, there is wholeness.  
 
The world on the other hand, and even some “Christian” preachers will soft coat the 
gospel, or remove the gospel all together in order to fit with the culture, or to not 
offend. Yet, true truth offends, otherwise it is relative wish-wash. If all “truths” about 
reality and life, sin and salvation, right and wrong, were valid, then none are valid. 
Or at least, none are binding on us and we have the right to pick and choose. 
 

Illustration 
Think of it like going to a doctor because you don’t feel good. You go to one 
doctor and she says you have a cold and what you need is vitamin C and fluids. 
Not convinced you go to another doctor who says you have swine flu and you 
need medication, not just sleep. Still unconvinced you go to another doctor and 
he says your issues are because you have a broken collar bone. Totally confused 
you go to a fourth doctor and she says…”actually you have cancer and we need 
to do surgery today.” 

 
This is the “religion,” the “truth,” the “light” of the world. Every religion seems to tell 
you something different about what your problem is. Each doctor saying you have a 
problem that you need fixed. It is all relative. Culture then says you are allowed to 
pick which one you have and we should all be good with that. But it’s a significant 
problem that the world’s religions say our problems come from myriad sources and 
all are equally valid. Not true. A cold is not the flu is not cancer is not a broken bone. 
 
Truth must be seen, the light must shine. We must see our condition accurately.  
 
Scripture casts true light on the true issue: We all have spiritual cancer and it is 
destroying us. The surgeon must cut in order to heal. This light of the knowledge of 
Christ (2 Corinthians 4:6, to get back to the text) is what we need. The light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ (2 Cor. 4:4) is that we have cancer (sin) and we need a 
surgeon (Jesus) for our salvation (his death and resurrection).  
 
This is then, is the supernova: God loves us so much that he bursts into the 
darkness of this world in the person of Jesus in order that he might save us for and 
unto himself. It is unloving to tell anyone they can simply believe what they want. It 
is unloving for a doctor to tell someone they have a cold or the flu when really they 
have cancer. 
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Discussion Questions: 
1. Describe how in your life you have passed off your cancer condition for a 

mere cold (this happens every day, by the way). We act like our sinful 
treatment of others is simply because we are stressed out, not because we are 
selfish mean sinners who cannot control ourselves. 

 
2. Describe a situation in your life where you have experienced the relativity 

that is described here. 
 

3. What is so difficult about situations like this? What is difficult for you? Why is 
it so difficult to enter into these conversations? 

 
Growth Group Application Questions:  

1. In what ways are we, the church, supposed to be a light in the world around 
us, reflecting the light of the glory of God seen in Jesus? 
 

2. How will your group be a light in the world around you? 
 

3. What might it look like to in your growth group communicate to one another 
in a loving, truthful manner? 

 
Personal Application Questions:  

1. In what areas do you need someone to speak lovingly to you about areas of 
struggle in your life?  

a. Who might this be that can call you and talk with you? 
b. When will you call this person to invite him or her to engage you? 

 
2. In what ways have you “blocked the sun” in your life? You have shaded your 

room from the gospel of Jesus 
 

3. What happens when you block the sun in your life? In what areas do you 
begin to struggle? Anger, lust, avarice, sloth, (take your pick, but be very specific: 
“I go shopping for new shoes,” “I clean my house because the rest of me is out of 
control” 

 
Applications for the Week: 

1. Pray that God will help you be a light in the world 
2. Read scripture that you might be a light in the world 
3. Call someone to help you in your spiritual walk 

 
Close in Prayer 


