
 

 
Page 1 of 6 | The Dawn of a Rising Glory [Isaiah 60:1-6] 

Growth Group Curriculum 
LESSON 4 | 2013 Fall Sermon Series | Nov 10 – Dec 22, 2013 
 
 

 
 
 
LESSON 4: Week of December 1, 2013 | Advent 1 
 
Synopsis: The Dawn of a Rising Glory – Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

The first Sunday in Advent is often focused on the prophetic witness of the 
coming messiah. This text speaks to a weary people of the hope of future glory 
for the people of God. Not only will they enjoy the light of God – they will be a 
conduit of that light to the nations around them. This expectation of the 
incarnation has been and is being fulfilled in and through the church. 

 
Leader Note: The material provided is too much to cover in one lesson, that’s 
intentional. The desire is that, as a leader, you are able to customize the material to 
the needs and discussion of your group. If you need to update, change, add to the 
questions and applications, please do so. 
 
Related Texts:  
 
  



 

 
Page 2 of 6 | The Dawn of a Rising Glory [Isaiah 60:1-6] 

Sermon Notes: During the sermon, listen carefully and take good notes.  
 
As you listen to the message, write down the following ideas: structure, context, 
audience, issues, dynamics, other questions and ideas that need to be clarified for 
you and/or your group. Where is sin in the passage? Where is the cross and the 
promise of redemption? You may need to look at the surrounding context. 
 
Text: Isaiah 60:1-6| The Dawn of a Rising Glory 
 
Notes: Isaiah 7:14; Romans 15:12-13; Matthew 1:18-25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon Applications:   
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Key Idea: Focusing our joy and thankfulness toward the Giver of all good gifts, 
rather than the comfort or enjoyment they provide. 
 
Open in Prayer 
 
Discussion Questions:  

1. What were your initial thoughts about the message you heard this week? 
a. What was your main “take away” from the sermon this week? 
b. What struck you during the sermon? 
c. What was one unique challenge you heard? 
d. How is the Holy Spirit confronting or consoling you this week? 
e. What did you not understand; what do you need to research? 
f. What do you need to follow up with this week? 

 
2. Share one or two thoughts from the sermon that were personally helpful or 

challenging to you this week.  
 
 
Teaching: Advent comes from the Latin word, adventus, meaning “arriving.” It is the 
celebration of the coming of the Son of God in the person of Jesus, to be the Savior. 
Jesus has arrived, he has come. Advent is the season in the church calendar when 
we recall the historical narrative of his coming as the true Messiah. 
 
Jesus came to save people from sin. He arrived on the scene as planned by God. 
Throughout scripture there are prophecies that are fulfilled in Jesus. The prophets 
of Israel foretold of a coming Messiah, who would bring salvation, a Light in the 
darkness, One of righteousness Who would fulfill and meet the stipulations of the 
covenant of God with men. 
 
Jesus is this Messiah. And we are now calling to mind his arrival in this world, 
celebrating that God has chosen to redeem us and restore the relationship with him 
through the person and work of Jesus. We are right with God because he has moved 
toward us and done all the work for our salvation. 
 
This text in Isaiah 60 is a clarifying statement that God has done the work. The 
people in this text are described as a people covered in darkness (60:2a). But a light 
is coming and has come, the verses tell us (60:1, 2b, 3). This light is the Light. This 
light is Jesus himself the Redeemer described in 59:20, who has come from “his own 
hand,” see verse 59:16b. God has done this, not Israel (not us). 
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God has seen the injustice and criminal work of the people of Israel (59:1-15a), and 
there is no one to stand, no one who is righteous to intercede (59:15b-16a). Read 
verses 59:17ff together and hear the work of this Redeemer, who is the Light. This 
light is from Zion, this light is Jesus, the Servant of YHWH (Yahweh), cf. 49:3. 
 
This light is the glory of God. This light shines on the people of God. The people of 
God are a reflection of this light. The nations come to the reflection of the light. This 
is important to see and understand in the passage. Jesus comes and is the Light, he 
shines in the darkness. The people of God reflect this Light in the world. The nations 
come because they see the Light reflected and there is joy and blessing as a result. 
 
We the church, the people of God are a reflection of the Light—the glory of God—
which we experience in Jesus. As we reflect this Light, those around us are blessed 
and we are blessed. We have done nothing; we are simply a reflection of all that 
God has done for us in Jesus. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. In what ways do you see the Church as a wonderful reflection of the Light—
that is, Jesus, the Son of God? 
 

2. In what ways do you see the Church as a dim reflection of the Light? 
 

3. Two part question:  a.) In what ways is our church (Naperville Presbyterian 
Church) a beautiful reflection of the light and b.) in what ways are we a dim 
reflection (be careful that you do not answer this in a disparaging or harsh 
manner, e.g. gossiping, criticism, etc.)?  

 
4. How are you feeling compelled to repent of your own dim reflection? 

 
 
In the passage, look at 60:1-4. There is a transfer of the glory/light of God to the 
people of God. This transfer is shown in the glory/light of the people to which the 
nations are drawn. What is this glory/light that the nations see, to which they are 
drawn? We are mirrors reflecting the glory/light of God (in the person of Jesus) to 
the world around us. We should understand what that means. 
 
Growth Group Application Questions:  

1. What is the glory/light of God that is being described? Perhaps it is easier to 
describe this light by contrasting it with the darkness shown in 59:1-15a. 
 

2. How would you explain this glory/light to another person? 
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3. What does it mean to be a reflection of the glory of God (recall the glory of 

God in this passage is the coming of the Messiah)? 
 

4. How can we encourage one another to be a reflection of the glory of God in 
the world? 

 
 
When we comprehend the work of God in the Messiah, Jesus, we reflect this work in 
our lives. Meaning, What God demonstrates in the coming of Jesus is a 
demonstration of his character and attributes. This is his glory. We look at him and 
are amazed that he loves graciously, that he forgives willingly, that he protects, that 
he pursues those that do not deserve it. 
 
We show the glory/light of God, we reflect it, when we live in a manner 
commensurate with the glory/light that we have been shown. As we have been 
shown mercy, we reflect it to others. As we have been shown grace, we reflect it to 
others, as we have been forgiven, so we reflect it to others. As we reflect it, the 
world is drawn to this light of ours, which is a reflection of the Light. 
 
Personal Application Questions:  

1. In what manner are you feeling compelled by the Spirit to be a reflection of 
the Light in your world 

 
2. Specifically share what ways you are, or can be, a reflection of the Light and 

Glory of God in your world? 
 

3. With whom will you reflect this Light in your world (mother, sister, friend, 
coworker, fellow believer)? 
 

4. In what ways do you need prayer or encouragement from your church family 
and from the Spirit of God? 

 
 
Applications for the Week: 

1.  List one or two ways in which you can be a reflection of the Light of God. 
 

2. List one or two people with whom you can show and live this light. 
 

3. Write these ideas on a card and keep with you so that you can be reminded 
to pray for opportunities 
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4. Write down one other person from you group for whom you can pray this 

week, that they too will be a reflection of the Light of God. 
 

 
Close in Prayer 
 


