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Growth Group Curriculum 
LESSON 3 | 2013 Fall Sermon Series | Nov 10 – Dec 22, 2013 
 
 

 
 
 
LESSON 3: Week of November 24, 2013 
 
Synopsis: Thanksgiving to the Finder of Lost People – Psalm 107 
 

No matter how bad your situation, how deep your sin, or how far you may have 
wandered – God can find you and save you. It is important for us to reflect on 
where God found us and that He found us. It will encourage us to trust Him to 
seek and find those who still need redeeming! 
 

Leader Note: The material provided is too much to cover in one lesson, that’s 
intentional. The desire is that, as a leader, you are able to customize the material to 
the needs and discussion of your group. If you need to update, change, add to the 
questions and applications, please do so. 
 
Related Texts: Ephesians 2:1-10, 13; Colossians 2:13; Mark 2:1-12 
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Sermon Notes: During the sermon, listen carefully and take good notes.  
 
As you listen to the message, write down the following ideas: structure, context, 
audience, issues, dynamics, other questions and ideas that need to be clarified for 
you and/or your group. Where is sin in the passage? Where is the cross and the 
promise of redemption? You may need to look at the surrounding context. 
 
Text: Psalm 107 | Thanksgiving to the Finder of Lost People 
 
Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon Applications:   
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Key Idea: God has chosen to save rebellious sinners like us; we have a significant 
reason to be thankful this season. 
 
Open in Prayer 
 
Discussion Questions:  

1. What were your initial thoughts about the message you heard this week? 
a. What was your main “take away” from the sermon this week? 
b. What struck you during the sermon? 
c. What was one unique challenge you heard? 
d. How is the Holy Spirit confronting or consoling you this week? 
e. What did you not understand; what do you need to research? 
f. What do you need to follow up with this week? 

 
2. Share one or two thoughts from the sermon that were personally helpful or 

challenging to you this week: 
 
  
Teaching: The last two weeks we have spent our attention focusing on the many 
good gifts that God has given to us. Week one in this series was to look at God as 
the Creator and Sustainer of all things. Focusing our attention reminds us of the 
incredible God that we worship, his sovereignty, his power, his attention to detail, 
his creativity, his order and reason. 
 
This gives is reason to worship since we are not held up by a God who moves on a 
whim, who is easily distracted, who has not thought through all the aspects of his 
creation or his actions. We have great peace and encouragement when we look at 
the nature of our God. 
 
Week two, we spent time focusing our attention on the character of our God. What 
type of God do we serve? When we looked at Psalm 92, and other passages in 
scripture, we found a wonderful list of the character and attributes of God. We saw 
his love, holiness, sovereignty, loving-kindness, his patience and mercy, and a 
multitude of other descriptions and metaphors to capture his very essence. 
 
What is revealed in a study like this, brings us to a deep thankfulness for him, him 
alone, not for the tangible gifts that he provides. We are drawn to give him worship 
and praise, we are drawn to declare our thankfulness for him. 
 
Next week is Advent. It is the first week of our annual focus on Jesus’ coming to 
redeem sinners. This week, however, is simply a comprehensive look at the love the 
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Father has shown for us in pursuing us and making us his very own! God has sought 
the lost person in order to save him or her. He desires right relationship, his plan is 
to redeem and restore and he has the will, plan and power to do it! This week, we 
see the character of God revealed in his desire to redeem people. 
 
If we are redeemed, if The Lord has saved us and we are made right with him 
through Jesus, we have much to be thankful for. We ought to give him praise that 
his plan is to bring about salvation for sinners. W ought be thankful, because we 
have not other hope outside this gospel narrative, this truth that Jesus is our 
salvation. 
 
There is no other hope that we have because we cannot do this on our own, we 
cannot save ourselves. We cannot rescue ourselves from death, from pain, from 
suffering, from sin; we must have a Rescuer.  We are dead in our transgressions, our 
sins, we have no power, and we are hopeless without an outside Savior. 
 
The sweet gospel narrative is not the story of people who are in trouble and God 
throws them a life preserver. We are not people whose boat has capsized and we 
are flailing about. God is not the coast guard coming in a helicopter with a basket 
plunged into the water to scoop us up and out. No, we are dead, at the bottom of 
the ocean, lungs full of water, leagues under the surface of the sea. We do not need 
resuscitation, we need new life, miraculous new life, spiritual new life. 
 
Read Ephesians 2:1-10 together. 
 
In our text for this week, Psalm 107, the psalmist describes people in a variety of 
circumstances, the places where God finds those he intends to redeem. Review your 
sermon notes, what are the four types of people does he redeem? Take some time 
to describe these spiritual conditions in which God has met his people, whether year 
ago, or today in your own story. 
 

1. Lost wanderer, v. 4 
2. Prisoner, v. 10 
3. Afflicted, v. 17 
4. Storm-tossed, v. 23 
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Discussion Questions: These questions are mean to help further explore and 
understand the text and the message of the sermon:  
 

1. Reading through the psalm again, where would you describe yourself in the 
passage? Wanderer, famished, prisoner, afflicted/sick, the storm-tossed 

 
2. Why do you describe yourself this way?  

 
3. What was the refrain in the psalm that invites people to respond to the 

gospel? Have you cried out for God to respond? 
 

 
Growth Group Questions: These questions are to interact as a Growth Group, to 
increase intimacy and friendship and care for one another:  
 

1. What is your story of faith? Take a moment to go around the room to share 
and listen to the stories of other Christians and explorers (as a leader please 
make sure you phrase this question that allows for believers and non-believers 
alike to share their story of faith…whether they have made a commitment to 
Christ or not). 

 
2. Describe to the group those people who were involved in your coming to 

faith in Jesus for salvation. 
 

3. Who are you involved with right now that needs to hear of the saving grace 
that God provides in Jesus, his Son? Describe the situation. 

 
4. What are specific prayer items related to this person or situation? 

 
 
Personal Application Questions: These questions are meant for individuals and 
couples to apply the text better in our lives: 
 

1. What are you imprisoned to right now? What bitterness, worry, anxiety, habit, 
addiction, is keeping you from enjoying a relationship with God: what is your 
distress 

 
2. How might you pray to God for his work in your life in response to this need? 

What do you need him to do for you? 
 

3. Have there been times in the past that you have cried out to God and you 
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have seen him respond? 
 
 
Applications for the Week: 

1. In what ways will you engage with the truth the God is your redeemer? Pray, 
share, take account, write down what you have experienced 

 
2. What step(s) might you take this week to cry out to God in your distress 

 
 
Conclusion: As you close the meeting: 

1. Have members pray for each other (may need to write down specific prayer 
items in order to remember) in relation to what they have shared at the 
meeting:  

 
2. Encourage people to write down how they are seeing God work. Have them 

journal or share with one another over the course of the week via email or 
text as they see God at work in their own lives.  

 
 

Close in Prayer 
 


