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Growth Group Curriculum 
2013 Fall Sermon Series | LESSON 2 
 
 

 
 
 
Lesson Two: Week of November 17, 2013 
 
Synopsis: Thanksgiving to the Giver of All Good Gifts – Psalm 92 
 

It is not unusual to take time in the Thanksgiving to recount the many blessings 
we enjoy. It is easy however to simply fall into an inventory mode where we 
comfort ourselves with our possessions, relationships, and accomplishments 
without primarily focusing on the giver of those gifts. This text drives the praise 
from the gift to the giver. 

 
Leader Note: The material provided is too much to cover in one lesson, that’s 
intentional. The desire is that, as a leader, you are able to customize the material to 
the needs and discussion of your group. If you need to update, change, add to the 
questions and applications, please do so. 
 
Related Texts: James 1:17; 1 Thessalonians 5:18; 2 Corinthians 9:15; Psalm 7:17 
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Sermon Notes: During the sermon, listen carefully and take good notes.  
 
As you listen to the message, write down the following ideas: structure, context, 
audience, issues, dynamics, other questions and ideas that need to be clarified for 
you and/or your group. Where is sin in the passage? Where is the cross and the 
promise of redemption? You may need to look at the surrounding context. 
 
Text: Psalm 92 | Thanksgiving to the Giver of All Good Gifts 
 
Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon Applications:   
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Key Idea: Focusing our joy and thankfulness toward the Giver of all good gifts, 
rather than the comfort or enjoyment they provide. 
 
Open in Prayer 
 
Discussion Questions:  

1. What were your initial thoughts about the message you heard this week? 
a. What was your main “take away” from the sermon this week? 
b. What struck you during the sermon? 
c. What was one unique challenge you heard? 
d. How is the Holy Spirit confronting or consoling you this week? 
e. What did you not understand; what do you need to research? 
f. What do you need to follow up with this week? 

 
2. Share one or two thoughts from the sermon that were personally helpful or 

challenging to you this week.  
 
 
Teaching: During this season (Thanksgiving and Christmas), it’s typical to focus our 
attention on the many things we have: possessions, health, relationships that are 
important to us, or the freedoms and privileges that we have. It’s important that we 
think of the many aspects of our lives and take time to “count our blessings.” 
 
Ironically, the day after (or perhaps even the same day) we celebrate a day being 
thankful for possessions and friendships and health, we flip through magazines and 
online catalogs of new phones, TVs, clothes and furniture. We wake up at an insane 
hour of the day, to stand in line and wait for a “good deal” on something we truly do 
not need. We nearly run down aisle after aisle to collect more possessions. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. Are there traditions that you have as a family or a couple that you engage 
this time of the year? Take a moment to share some of those traditions with 
the group 

 
2. Take some time to share in your group what you are thankful for. It is easy to 

focus on material objects or relationships. Are there events or relationships 
that have been challenging that you can still thank God for? 

 
3. How can a focus on these tangible, easily accessible items detract our 

attention from the Giver of these good gifts? 
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It’s right for us to consider our lives and be thankful for those items we have. But 
remember, to be thankful, we must be thankful in relation to a person. There is 
directionality to our thankfulness, being thankful reveals we are dependent. We 
cannot be thankfully unto ourselves, if we were, we would simply call it pride, 
arrogance or hubris, having accomplished and amasses possessions in our own 
strength and resources.  
 
But are not truly autonomous. We did not create our life or our talents or our skills. 
We have been given them. Therefore even our possessions that we collect from our 
work must be the result of something, Someone, else. We are dependent on God, 
the Giver of all good gifts (James 1:17).  
 
We must be thankful unto another person, a friend, a family member, or obviously 
for Christians in particular: thankful to God. During Thanksgiving and Advent, we 
must re-center our attention on the One who gave the good gift, His character, His 
affections, His intentions for why we have these items, these people in our lives, 
these talents. 
 
Even better than attending to the “things” that God has given us, consider the 
characteristics of God and be thankful for those “things.” Take a look at the Psalm 
we considered in the message this past Sunday, Psalm 92. Work through the psalm 
together and list all the characteristics and attributes of God that are listed. 
 
 
Growth Group Application Questions:  

1. What are the attributes/characteristics of God in the Psalm. Write them 
down, or underline in your Bible. Put them on a card, or in your journal, list 
them out. 

 
2. If you are feeling ambitious, look through other Psalms (or all of scripture) 

writing down more attributes of God: 
 

3. Why do you think the psalmist is happy and thankful about these qualities of 
God?  

 
4. What comfort, or joy, or peace, or worship do these attributes create in you, 

as a son or daughter of the King, or as someone exploring who God is? 
 

5. What impact does it have on your spiritual life to be thankful, more for the 
attributes and character of God, than for the material or relational elements 
that he has generously given to you? 
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Personal Application Questions:  

1. When you look at the psalm and see all the attributes of God, are these 
qualities about God that you have considered and are thankful for? 

 
2. Have you personally spent time being thankful for the attributes of God, 

listed here or in other psalms and texts of scripture? 
 

3. Earlier you answered a question about what material items for which you are 
thankful to God (relationships, people, possessions, talents). What attributes 
of God are you thankful for. 

 
 
Bonus Thoughts: 
We have talked about what we are thankful for, in regard to material goods, 
possessions, talents, homes, friends and family. And we have talked about how we 
are thankful for the qualities or attributes of God 
 
 
Applications for the Week: 

1. Rather than considering the gifts God has given, spend time meditating on 
God himself who gives good gifts. 

 
2. Talk with a family or friend and share your thankfulness not for what God 

has provided but for who He is, and why you are thankful for these 
attributes. 

 
 
Conclusion: As you close the meeting: 

1. Have members pray for each other (may need to write down specific prayer 
items in order to remember) in relation to what they have shared at the 
meeting:  

 
2. Encourage people to write down how they are seeing God work. Have them 

journal or share with one another over the course of the week via email or 
text as they see God at work in their own lives.  

 
 

Close in Prayer 
 


