
 

	  
Page 1 of 6 | Thanksgiving to the Maker and Sustainer of All Things [Psalm 33] 

Growth Group Curriculum 
2013 Fall Sermon Series | LESSON 1 
 
 

 
For the next several weeks, we are looking at multiple texts on thanksgiving and 
advent. It is hard to get a long view focus of all these texts together like we had for 
the last series, “All Things New.” Perhaps simply the holy, loving, sovereignty of God 
is the primary focus for us through Christmas.  
 
God the Father is working. He has planned, designed, created, sustained, has and is 
renewing, and he will one day restore all of creation and us for his glory. The Bible 
tells us that he is in the business of making all things new. This series continues that 
focus from different angles shown in different texts.  
 
First, we start with creation, the sovereign God of all creation. This gets us excited 
because in creation, we can see the type of God that we serve and we can find great 
confidence and enjoyment from understanding the heart, character, and power of 
God. We fear him and respond to his incredible, willful, loving and holy power. 
 
Lesson One: Week of November 10, 2013 
 
Synopsis: Thanksgiving to the Maker and Sustainer of All Things – Psalm 33 
 

The works of creation and providence are amazing truths and gifts to God’s 
people. It is so easy to take for granted the earth and the created order because 
we have experienced no other but this environment is itself a blessing from God. 
Of course, something so complicated as creation would be a terror without the 
sustaining providence of God. 

 
Leader Note: The material provided is too much to cover in one lesson, that’s 
intentional. The desire is that, as a leader, you are able to customize the material to 
the needs and discussion of your group. If you need to update, change, add to the 
questions and applications, please do so. 
 
Related Texts: Romans 1:18-20; Psalm 90 
 
  



 

	  
Page 2 of 6 | Thanksgiving to the Maker and Sustainer of All Things [Psalm 33] 

Sermon Notes: During the sermon, listen carefully and take good notes.  
 
As you listen to the message, write down the following ideas: structure, context, 
audience, issues, dynamics, other questions and ideas that need to be clarified for 
you and/or your group. Where is sin in the passage? Where is the cross and the 
promise of redemption? You may need to look at the surrounding context. 
 
Text: Psalm 33 | Thanksgiving to the Maker and Sustainer of All Things 
 
Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon Applications:   
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Key Idea: Mediating on the created order and the beauty of our God who is 
revealed in the cosmos. This brings us to worship him. 
 
Open in Prayer 
 
Discussion Questions:  

1. What were your initial thoughts about the message you heard this week? 
a. What was your main “take away” from the sermon this week? 
b. What struck you during the sermon? 
c. What was one unique challenge you heard? 
d. How is the Holy Spirit confronting or consoling you this week? 
e. What did you not understand; what do you need to research? 
f. What do you need to follow up with this week? 

 
2. Share one or two thoughts from the sermon that were personally helpful or 

challenging to you this week.  
 
Teaching: Quite often we submit ourselves to the care of others, a pilot, a driver, a 
doctor, dentist, teacher, counselor or pastor. We look to them for leadership or 
guidance or protection or for care. We don’t often work hard at making sure that 
person is “good to go.” We don’t do a lot of background check on those whom we 
trust, we just look at the credentials and say, “okay!” 
 
But ,have you ever been the passenger in a car where you didn’t really trust the 
driver, or the driver seemed a little distracted? Its unnerving, and can be slightly 
nauseating. We hop in a cab and let the driver take us to the destination we desire. 
We put our trust in him or her to care for us, with little regard to their training. We 
simply see the cab certificate and assume all is well. See Jerry Seinfeld for a great 
illustration of trusting cab drivers in NYC. 
 
The credentials compel us to trust, but they don’t really convince us of the heart or 
intentions of the driver/pilot/leader. We can really only get this with experience, with 
time, with relationship. If we know the character of the person, if we see him or her 
interacting with the world, demonstrating skill or intention, we can begin to trust. 
 
Video: if you can watch this video, it will make all the difference. Fire up the laptop 
or crowd around the family computer. Note: this is a Pepsi ad with Jeff Gordon, some 
expletives have been censored. As a leader you should preview before using. 
 
This is the link, also available on the GG Site: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5mHPo2yDG8   
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Discussion Questions after the watching the video: 
1. What are the “credentials” shown to the dealer (Steve) for him to get in the 

car with “Mike”? license, age, credit check, etc. 
 

2. What are the assumptions that Steve is making when he gets in the car with 
“Mike”? Mike will be safe, respect the car, take care of him, abide by the laws 

 
3. What do you think Steve is thinking or feeling toward “Mike” half way through 

the test drive, what is his emotion at the end? Why? 
 

4. When Jeff reveals himself at the end, what is Steve’s reply? Why? 
 
 
Credentials are fine. They help, they compel, but they don’t convince us to entrust 
our selves to someone else. “Mike’s” driver’s license is moot once they get in the car 
and drive away. All that matters when they hit the gas is the heart, the character and 
the intentions of “Mike.” The terror that Steve experiences is real, very real. He is 
fearful, untrusting, angry, distrusting as Jeff is tearing through the streets and the 
course. 
 
Let’s talk spiritually. God has “credentials,” those are: “he is God.” But for most 
people, God being God doesn’t mean much until they experience him, until they 
have personal knowledge of him. Romans 1 tells us that we ALL experience God. We 
ALL experience his attributes when we look at creation. Add to that, for those who 
have read scripture, an even deeper understanding and clarity of his attributes and 
his heart. God is revealing himself to us. 
 
Sometimes we feel like we are in the passenger seat of a car with a drive that makes 
us squirm. We distrust, we struggle, we are fearful, we would drive a lot slower, or 
never drive down that street. But with God, sometimes we are in those places that 
make us uncomfortable.  
 
The Point: 

However, God is in control, he is ordered and reasoned, he is loving and holy, he 
is sovereign over all things. This is revealed in creation and in scripture. This 
gives us great reason to be thankful and to trust and to worship him. 

 
When we see these attributes and look back on our life, when we see his character 
and his heart, and the exhalation of following his leading in our life, perhaps we will 
one day with trust and a big smile say, “Wanna do it again?!” 
  



 

	  
Page 5 of 6 | Thanksgiving to the Maker and Sustainer of All Things [Psalm 33] 

Growth Group Application Questions:  
1. Consider creation (before the fall), what does it tell you about God? Read 

Genesis 1:1-31 to see how God created and what he thought of it. 
 

2. What is your personal experience with Creation? Describe a time when you 
felt small, or overwhelmed, or encouraged simply by being in Creation. 

 
3. What does this account, and your personal experience with Creation tell you 

about God’s character? 
 

4. What situations in your life need the application of those characteristics or 
attributes. Example: God is reasoned and orderly might be a response from the 
group, what relationship or work-related element needs these attributes 
 

 
Personal Application Questions:  

1. In what ways do you need reminding of God’s character and his attributes? 
 

2. How have you struggled to trust God? what difference does it make that God 
is the Maker and Sustainer of all things? 

 
3. Who in your life can benefit from this exploration of God as Maker and 

Sustainer of all things? 
 
 
Applications for the Week: 

1. Take time to be in creation, to meditate on the blessings that God gives us. 
 

2. Spend time thanking God for all that he has provided for you. Take time to 
write out a response to God, being mindful that he is Maker and Sustainer. 

 
3. Entrust yourself again this week to the God who has Make all things and 

Sustains all things for our benefit and his glory. 
 

a. Name the area of your life you need to give up and trust him: 
i. Career issues and decisions 
ii. Relationship with someone at work or family 
iii. Identity 
iv. Health or physical ability 
v. Change that is happening in your life 
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Conclusion: As you close the meeting: 
1. Have members pray for each other (may need to write down specific prayer 

items in order to remember) in relation to what they have shared at the 
meeting:  

 
2. Encourage people to write down how they are seeing God work. Have them 

journal or share with one another over the course of the week via email or 
text as they see God at work in their own lives.  

 
 

Close in Prayer 
 
Prayer Requests/Follow-up: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 
 


